Witheridge Parish Council
Minutes for 03/09/26 Parish Council Meeting
Clerk to the Council: Faye Davies clerk@witheridgeparishcouncil.gov.uk

Meeting commenced: 19:00
Those present: Cllrs Harvey, Cunningham, Richardson, Northam, Goodwin, Fox, Dorow, Smith, District Cllr Jones, Clerk Faye Davies, and three members of the public.  

1. Receive reports from the following:
1.1. County Councillor: Not in attendance. 
1.2. District Councillor: Juniper way pump track will now not be happening as Alison Homes has declared they do not have the budget for it; the pathway/lane will be tidied, and the play area work has also commenced.
There remain many unsold homes, these homes will not be sold to other councils for social housing, or for asylum seekers. 
There are still many reports regarding antisocial behaviour, the safety partnership team held a meeting with police and Cllrs in attendance. The biggest problem is that the public are not reporting antisocial behaviour to the police, therefore they cannot act unless it is reported. 
Local Government Reform has been released, Devon will become one who section/ward rather than North Devon, Mid Devon etc. One unity Cllr will cover the whole area.  
Biosphere will be moving one of their testing systems and moving it so that the River Dart water can be tested, due to concerns of pollution of the water. A training session will be held at Arlington Court so that more people can be trained to test the water. 
106 ongoing projects will still be attainable, despite the changes in Local Government. 
1.3. Police advocate: During July 2026 South Molton Police Officers responded to 155 logs. This number does not include the incidents where South Molton Officers have been needed to assist neighbouring areas. This number has increased by 1.3% since July 2025. 
A large proportion of police incidents are not crime related. Of those which were, some investigations can be progressed through court disposals such as Community Resolution, individuals being reported, or by voluntary interview. 
Officers have also worked to file building for court, taking witness and victim statements, foot and vehicle patrols, booking in evidence, surveillance, executing warrants, attending court, attending training courses, and inputting intelligence onto the system. 
There has been reports of youths climbing fences and trees at the south end of Butts Close.
There have been reports of speeding tractors and black coloured cars through Fore Street. 
The Police Engagement Van was positively received with good results. 
1.4. Parish groups and Council representatives: Cllr Dorow reported that back payments have been received by the sports field committee which has stabilised financial positioning.
2. Members of the public open session: A member of the public has been in contact with Legal and General regarding the unsold houses at Juniper way, Legal and General have agreed that their reports can be included within the District Cllr Report. 
Concerns were raised regarding the uneven pathway around Juniper way. 
Concerns were raised regarding the road surface and signage at Willow Rise, and a request to contact regarding these issues was made. Council informed that the road has still not been adopted yet.  
A member of the public raised concerns with the planning application, they stated that the increase of birds will increase by 66% since 2011 should this planning application go ahead. However, since the ventilation system has been replaced the noise pollution has increased a lot. The concern is that the noise pollution will increase drastically should the planning application be approved. 
The new ventilation system is also blasting dust and feathers onto the arable crops close to the vicinity, therefore there is a concern that those crops will be entering the food chain and will be contaminated, as well as blowing further afield. Another concern is that the runoff will affect the soil of neighbouring farms. 
Council Session – No verbal public participation
3. Apologies: Cllr Bibby – approved. 
4. Declarations of Interest: None.
5. Dispensation Requests: None. 
6. Minutes: 09/07/26 minutes – item 13 incorrectly stating grass cutting around the toilet block. Item 14.3 states clerk to submit tender review, however Cllr Cunningham submitted the tender. Cllrs requested the clerk provide a template with a link to Dropbox and the website. Changes made, initialled and agreed by Council.   
7. Clerks report: Clerk finally has access to banking. A further form is required to be completed by Cllrs Harvey and Goodwin to remove the previous clerk off the charge card. 
There is a direct debit on the charge card for a domain name that is no longer in use, clerk to contact the company regarding this and cancel the direct debit. 
8. Payments for approval: Cllrs Harvey and Goodwin to approve payments. Council approved to move some payments to direct debit. 
9. Planning Applications: Objecting to the planning on the basis that the existing development already having excess noise and pollution due to modified ventilation, works carried out to ventilation without approved planning in place that has had a detrimental effect to the environment, neighbours, pollution levels, as well as the food chain. Proposed by Cllr Fox, seconded by Cllr Cunningham. 
10. Village Christmas Ceremony: Cost of lights has been added to the overall budget. Proposed by Cllr Fox, seconded by Cllr Smith. 
11. Toilet block update:
11.1. Cleaner duties contract/employment: a new cleaner has taken over and started on 01/09/2026. £350 cost per month. 
11.2. Toilet drain: Clerk to contact Southwest Water to request they attend due to repeated blockages. 
12. Grounds maintenance: Plot 8 has a lot of weeds.
Boulder belonging to the Parish Hall remains on grass by tot’s playground.
Pedestrian gate from Parish Hall grounds to Two Moors Way was found open, the nail is not acceptable for closure and is also a health & safety risk.
Youth shelter requires cleaning and has graffiti present, cleaning products are being purchased to remove the graffiti.
Blocked drain Mill Lane – reported to DCC – 1.9.26
13. Playgrounds:
13.1. Parish Hall Playground: Bennock has been contacted multiple times regarding the snagging with no response.
13.2. BMX Track Restorations update: District Cllr update included information that the developer no longer has the funds available/allocated to carry out works on the BMX pump track surface.
13.3. NPOS Solicitors update: No update, no correspondence received from the solicitors. Developer is still maintaining open space in the interim. 
13.4. Playground Maintenance Update: Clerk to get quotes from TK play for chains and seat that are listed as moderate risk, and adventure playground gate closure timings readjustment adding them to previous quote request from previous meeting.
14. Consider changing meeting dates to the second Thursday of every month: Proposed by Cllr Goodwin, seconded by Cllr Richardson. To start from October 2026. Next meeting date Thursday 8th October 2026. 
15. Planning application for an all-weather pitch on behalf of the Sports Club Committee: Cllrs Cunningham and Fox voted in favour, Cllrs Harvey, Northam, Smith, Goodwin, and Dorow voted against. Cllr Richardson abstained. 
16. Correspondence/consultations received for consideration: 
16.1 New EHRC Public Toilet ‘Toilet Guidance’ - Is Your Council Compliant?: The toilet block is compliant with this. 
16.2 Unitary Authority proposed warding arrangements: Warding informed during agenda item 1.2. 
16.3 Broken seat on Brooke Road adjacent to No. 47: There is a broken seat outside No.47 Butts Close, this belongs to North Devon Homes, and they are repairing/replacing this bench. 
16.4 Provision of a seat by the pond accessed through the top of Wiriga Way: this land does not belong to the council.
16.5 Provision of a dog bin by the pond accessed through the top of Wiriga Way: this land does not belong to the council.
16.6 Provision of a waste bin by the pond accessed through the top of Wiriga Way: this land does not belong to the council; however, Cllr Smith did report this to Alison Homes, and they have noted these requests. 
16.7 Recording Parish Council meetings: once a new council phone has been purchased the meetings will be recorded. 

17. Discussion on staff wages and HMRC Payroll (this part of the meeting is closed to the public): This discussion was closed to the public and a record of the minutes will not be available to the public. This is in line with the Data Protection Act 1998.
The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 Sec 1 (2) also states "A body may exclude the public from a meeting (whether during the whole or part of the proceedings) whenever publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted or for other special reasons arising from the nature of that business or of the proceedings."
Date of next meeting: Thursday 8th October 2026 19:00 at Witheridge Parish Hall.
Meeting concluded: 22:27 


Payments for Approval
	Payments for Approval
	Description
	Total

	8.1 
	Cleaning invoice July (to ratify)
	£220 – payment was set up in July but missed by signatories, approved. 

	8.2
	Bradley Engineering invoice
	£270 - approved

	8.3
	Dog bin collection NDDC Oct-Dec 2025 invoice 11673819 (to ratify) 
	£269.57 - approved

	8.4 
	Dog bin collection NDDC Jan-Mar 2026 invoice 11673825 (to ratify)
	£269.57 - approved

	8.5
	Dog bin collection NDDC Apr-Jun 2026 invoice 11684504
	£283.30 - approved

	8.6
	EDF energy invoice KI-865F2008-0026
	£107.96 - approved

	8.7
	Wallgate invoice 00042806
	£518.70 - approved

	8.8
	Play area inspection invoice 88349
	£300

	8.9 
	Hoopers invoice 0724
	£1,488.30 - approved

	8.10
	Hoopers invoice 0725
	£1,741.08 - approved

	8.11 
	NDDC business rates invoice 93488229 – to agree to move to DD
	£312.52 – clerk to query the £65 extra charge. Full payment approved, however. Approved to move to DD. 

	8.12 
	Witheridge Parish Hall INV-0065 
	£60 - approved

	8.13 
	Source for Business Water bill – to agree to move to DD
	£316.33 (combined x2 bills) - approved

	8.14
	Play area supervised inspection quote
	£55+VAT (£66 total) – not approved. 

	8.15
	D A Wright invoice 017799
	£418.85 - approved

	8.16
	Sharon cleaning invoice August
	£220 - approved

	8.17
	EDF Invoice KI-865F2008-0027
	£96.59 - approved

	8.18
	HMRC PAYE charge
	£100 - approved

	8.19
	Staff wages
	Confidential

	8.20
	HMRC Cumbernauld
	Confidential

	
	
	£7,068.77




Planning Applications
	Planning Application
	Description

	81977
	Planning Application for Erection of poultry building & associated works at Door Park Farm, Witheridge – council objects to this planning application. 
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