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Witheridge Parish Council
 


 
Agenda for 18/11/26 Finance and General Purpose Committee Meeting
Clerk to the Council: Faye Davies clerk@witheridgeparishcouncil.gov.uk

Councillors of Witheridge Parish Council 

You are duly summoned/required to attend the next meeting of Witheridge Parish Council Finance Committee to be held at 19:00 on Wednesday, 18th November 2026 at Witheridge Parish Hall. 
 
Agenda of Business

1. Apologies: To receive apologies and to approve reasons for absence.
2. Declarations of Interest: Councillors are reminded of the need to update their register of interests and declare any personal or prejudicial interests on the agenda. 
3. Minutes: To consider the approval of the minutes of the last meeting of the Council held on 22/10/25. 
4. To consider the following financial matters:
4.1 Current financial year budget review
4.2 Next financial year budget review draft
5. Council to discuss the skatepark tender 
6. To consider and make suggestions to full council of the following matters:
5.1 Internal Audit findings 
5.2 External Audit findings
5.3 Independent Internal Auditor 
6.    To consider the following policies for renewal/adoption: 
       6.1 Standing Orders
       6.2 Financial Regulations
       6.3 Risk Assessment
       6.4 Statement of Internal Control
       6.5 IT Policy 
       6.6 Asset Register
       6.7 Data Protection 
       6.8 Data Audit 
       6.9 Bullying and Harassment 
       6.10 Civility and Respect Pledge 
       6.11 Bullying and Harassment Risk Assessment 
Date of Next meeting: Thursday 10th December 2026 council meeting 19:00 at Witheridge Parish Hall.

	Internal Audit Findings

	The Parish Clerk has been appointed as the RFO (LGA1972 s151). Recommend that this is clearly stated on the website.

	The Council has a Risk Management Strategy in place (wpc-risk-management-251108-v1-draft-adopted-251204.pdf) A copy of the full register has been reviewed. Recommend that this be published on the website. 

	Recommend that the public notice dates are recorded and minuted once approved for transparency reasons.

	The Council has an Accessibility Statement published on its website: Accessibility Statement
Recommend that this be updated as it still refers to WCAG2.1AA

	Recommend that Council contacts its web provider to help improve the accessibility of the website.

	· Data Audit: Not in place. 
· Data Protection Policy: Not in place.
· Secure data to protect it from Data Breaches: Not in place.





	External Audit Findings

	The AGAR was not accurately completed before submission for review. Please ensure that amendments are corrected in the prior year
comparatives when completing next year’s AGAR:
· The smaller authority has not updated the current year Section 2, Box 9 figure, for corrections during the year (this needs to be done prior to the next audit).

	The smaller authority has confirmed that it has not complied with the governance Assertion in Section 1, Box 10, but it has provided the
appointed auditor with an adequate explanation for non-compliance and details of the actions necessary to address weaknesses identified.

	The smaller authority has not been able to provide evidence of the consideration of the independence of the internal auditor upon appointment.
In accordance with the Practitioner’s Guide Paragraph 4.11 it is considered best practice to review the independence of the internal auditor on
an annual basis.
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