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Witheridge Parish Council
 


 
Minutes for 08/10/26 Parish Council Meeting
Clerk to the Council: Faye Davies clerk@witheridgeparishcouncil.gov.uk

Meeting commenced: 19:03 
Those present: Cllrs Harvey, Cunningham, Fox, Northam, Dorow, Bibby, Richardson, County Cllr Hopley, Clerk Faye Davies, and two members of the public. 
 
Agenda of Business

1. Receive reports form the following:
1.1. County Councillor: It was advised a member of the council be the designated highways liaison to correspond with highways officer Melanie McKenna. 
The Local Government Reorganisation has been paused whilst legal consultation is sought. The County Cllr believes this pause has the potential to be positive for the community, especially rural areas. 
Recent highways issues were reported to County Cllr Hopley, which he assured he would inform the highways officer. 
1.2. District Councillor: Not in attendance but provided an email update. 
1.3. Police Advocate update: Not in attendance but provided an email update. 
1.4. Parish Groups with Council Representatives: No updates. 
2. Public Session: A member of the public informed that the chief executive for Alison Homes has been removed, this was to inform the council that correspondence with Alison Homes for unfinished work may now change.
Another member of the public has informed that some of the empty houses built by Alison Homes located near the GP surgery are being damaged by youths. They were informed that they need to contact Legal and General, who own the homes, and report it to the police. County Cllr Hopley advised going on the police alert scheme and report through the community messaging page. 
Council Session – No verbal public participation 
3. Apologies: Cllr Goodwin – approved. 
4. Declarations of Interest: None. 
5. Dispensation Requests: None. 
6. Minutes: 03/09/26 minutes – changes to item 12, the council is not purchasing solvent to clean the youth shelter, a contracted cleaner will be doing this. Amendments made, proposed by Cllr Fox, seconded by Cllr Dorow. 
7. Clerks report: The AGAR was not accurately completed before submission for review. PKF advised amendments are corrected in preparation for the next audit. The Parish Council confirmed that it had not complied with the governance Assertion in Section 1, Box 10, but did provide the appointed auditor with an adequate explanation for non-compliance and details of the actions necessary to address weaknesses identified. 
All bank reconciliations and spending spreadsheets will be uploaded onto the website.
The Parish Council had not been able to provide evidence of the consideration of the independence of the internal auditor upon appointment.

8. Payments for approval: Proposed by Cllr Dorow, seconded by Cllr Northam – all payments approved, except for 8.13 and 8.14. 
8.1 Cllrs Harvey and Richardson to authorise the payments. 
9. Planning Applications: 81937 – No objection, proposed by Cllr Northam, seconded by Cllr Dorow. All in favour. 
82177 – In support, proposed by Cllr Dorow, seconded by Cllr Fox. All in favour. 
10. Village Christmas Ceremony: Cllr Cunningham was able to obtain a grant from Nomansland Beer Festival of £600 towards festive lighting. The lighting was quoted at £918, which was rejected by council as it was felt there was not enough information provided (how many lights, the light power etc). Council agreed a total cost of up to £918; the Village Christmas event team will then research and choose suitable lighting for the event within that budget. 
Cllr Northam informed that a Christmas tree has been sourced for a total of £775, this includes delivery. A sizzler has been sourced free of charge. A meeting has also been arranged with the school on19th October for further discussion about the event. 
11. Toilet Block Update:
11.1 Toilet Drain: Cllr Cunningham took photos, council agreed that Southwest Water needs to be contacted. Clerk sent an email to Southwest Water at the meeting with the information required. 
11.2 Tennant correspondence regarding provision of CCTV and internet/phone line connection: the council did not agree to the installation of CCTV and would rather the issue be monitored. The installation of internet is allowed. 
12. Grounds Maintenance: Plot 11 unable to be maintained by Hoopers due to vehicles being parked there. Fly tipping behind garages top of Butts Close – reported to North Devon Homes. Grit bin (1469) difficult to access because of hedging invasion – reported to DCC. Plethora of filled bin bags by the Charity Collection point by the Fire Station – reported to Elm tree Textiles.
13. Playgrounds:
13.1 Parish Hall Playground: The Parish Hall committee published their public notice period during September to notify the public of the upcoming lease; the council awaits an update from Betram’s Solicitors regarding the finalisation and completion requirements of the Council. 
13.2 NPOS Solicitors update: Bertrams reported that there was some finalising of finer details within the transfer documents that required sorting out prior to the finalisation process. 
13.3 Playground maintenance update: TK Play offered two quotes to the council for the outdoor gym and tots play area; however, they were unable to provide a quote for the adventure playground and advised the council to get in contact with Kompan who originally installed the equipment. The clerk contacted Kompan at the meeting. 
14. November financial meeting date change: New date Wednesday 18th November 2026. 
15. Correspondence/Consultations received for considerations: None received.
16. The Local Government Association alongside the National Joint Council, acting on behalf of the Local Government Services, has announced an agreed 3.3% pay rate settlement: This item was closed to the public due to GDPR. Minutes for this item are not available to the public. 

Date of Next meeting: Thursday 12th November 2026 19:00 at Witheridge Parish Hall.
Meeting concluded: 21:15 


Payments for Approval

	Payment for approval.
	Description
	Total

	8.1
	Sharon Cleaning Invoice
	£70

	8.2
	Defib replacement pads INV-22952
	£151.86

	8.3
	Hoopers INV-0757
	£695.75

	8.4
	Hoopers INV-0758
	£1,022.45

	8.5
	Play area Inspection INV-87287
	£300

	8.6
	Four Seasons Tree Service Inv-9573
	£1,176

	8.7
	PKF External Audit INV-DV0390
	£378

	8.8
	HMRC PAYE INV
	£100

	8.9
	Zurich Insurance 
	£1,788.85

	8.10
	Poppy Wreath (clerk reimbursement)
	£35

	  8.11
	Clerk Mobile Phone (clerk reimbursement)
	£64.99

	8.12
	Cleaner Invoice
	£400

	8.13
	TK Play Quote-Q24497 
	£1,404

	8.14
	TK Play Quote-Q24498
	£4,884

	8.15
	Clerk Wages
	Confidential

	8.16
	HMRC Tax
	Confidential

	8.17
	HMRC Employers PAYE Invoice
	£250.01




Planning Applications

	Application No.
	Description

	  81937
	 Construction of roof over existing concrete yard at North Coombe Farm Witheridge Tiverton Devon EX16 8QH

	82177
	Siting of caravan on farmland for use as seasonal workers dwelling at Essebeare Witheridge Tiverton Devon EX16 8QB
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