Witheridge Parish Council
Minutes for 09/07/26 Parish Council Meeting
Clerk to the Council: Faye Davies parishclerk@witheridgepc.org

Meeting commenced: 19:00
Those in attendance: Cllrs Harvey, Cunningham, Northam, Bibby, Fox, Richardson, Smith, and Dorrow, District Cllr Jones, and clerk Faye Davies.

Agenda of Business

1. Receive reports from the following:
1.1. County Councillor: Not in attendance. 
1.2. District Councillor: Little Dart River illnesses are a result from the overflow spilling into the river. Additional water testing will commence, and additional training for water testing will be happening. East Nutcott waste site does not have a conclusion date yet; the investigations are still ongoing. District Cllr Jones has also received a lot of complaints regarding anti-social behaviour; however, he informed that the public are largely not reporting it, which he strongly encourages the public to do. Alison Homes social housing with be more widely available due to some members of the public vacating some of those homes. The pathway that is not very user friendly will be compacted, with the larger stones being removed. Alison Homes have rescinded their agreement to pay for the pump track.    
1.3. Police advocate: Burglaries has increased to 80%; Jolene Lester was congratulated for her hard work. Cllr Smith was also given an award for his service towards police advocacy. The County Cllr has also been attended the meeting 9th July and will attend subsequent Thursday meetings only.  Cllr Smith also encourages the public to report crime to the police, if it isn’t reported then nothing can be done about it and it also isn’t included within crime statistics. 
1.4. Parish groups and Council representatives: Cllr Northam provided a document for the concession bin to be signed by the chair. 
2. Members of the public open session: None present. 
Council Session – No verbal public participation
3. Apologies: Cllr Goodwin – approved. 
4. Declarations of Interest: Cllr Northam for 8.2, and Cllr Smith for 8.7. 
5. Dispensation Requests: None. 
6. Minutes: To consider the approval of the minutes of the last meeting of the Council held on 04/06/26 and 25/06/26 – proposed by Cllr Cunningham, seconded by Cllr Richardson. All agreed.
7. Clerks report: There is £39,872.79 in the community account, and £57,040.91 in the commercial instant access account. Bank reconciliations for May 2026 and June 2026 have been added to the shared folder and will be added to the website. A receipts and payments spreadsheet is in the process of being created, once the clerk is properly on the banking and has the appropriate access a full financial report will be provided.  
8. Payments for approval: see itemised list on agenda page 3. Proposed by Cllr Cunningham, seconded by Cllr Northam. All agreed. 
9. Planning Applications: None received.
10. Village Christmas Ceremony: £200 grant donation available from District Cllr. Cllrs to further discuss and bring back a full proposal to the September meeting. 
11. Defibrillator contract update: All paperwork has been completed and registered with the circuit service, which means this defibrillator is available to first responders. All documents have been fully completed, and both parties have the relevant documents. Thanks given to Legal and General, thanks given to the medical practice for allowing the defibrillator to be on their land, thanks given to District Cllr Jones for the grant donation, and thanks given to Cllr Northam for her hard work.
12. Toilet block update:
12.1. Tennant proposed change in services provided: councillors agreed to the changes to the lease. Proposed by Cllr Cunningham, seconded by Cllr Richardson. 
12.2. Cleaner duties contract/employment: The current cleaning is relocating and has resigned; therefore, a new cleaner is required. An advert for a self-employed cleaner will be posted in the noticeboard, social media pages, website, and Witheridge Voice. Start date will be 1st September 2026. Clerk to draft the advert. 
12.3. Toilet drain: clerk to chase correspondence with Southwest Waters. 
13. Grounds maintenance: Hoopers due to cut the grass around the toilet block this month. Cllr Northam offered to take over the cleaning of the tarmac around the front and sides of the toilet block, because the cars park so close to the veranda hoopers are unable to properly complete the task.
Cllr Fox proposed Four Seasons quote for new fencing, seconded by Cllr Bibby. The quotation from Four seasons for a replacement fence is for the adventure playground. It is a barrier to stop children wandering onto the contract vehicle access.
14. Playgrounds:
14.1. Parish Hall Playground: It was agreed that Bennock fencing be contacted to ask when they would be completing the snagging that was listed by Cllrs Cunningham, Bibby, and Richardson. Cllr Harvey requested that TK play be potentially asked for a quotation to repair the timing of the 
of the pedestrian gate closing at the Adventure playground and the rotting step on the multi play at the Parish Hall and to reinstate the roundabout handle. 
14.2. BMX Track Restorations update: District Cllr Jones is chasing the commitment with Alison Homes to upgrade the facility. 
14.3. Skatepark Tender Review: 28th August deadline to produce the tender. Clarification deadline to be 17th August. To be reviewed again in September. Clerk to upload the tender. 
14.4. Skateramp Repairs Update: Council declined the quote due to starting the process of having completely new skate ramp. 
14.5. NPOS Solicitors update: no update. 
14.6. Playground Maintenance Update: clerk to chase the latest report. Cllr Harvey suggested that a date be obtained for the next visit of Playground inspection so that Cllrs Harvey and Northam could attend.
15. Litter picking date agreement: 10am 18th July, to meet in The Square at the toilet block. Proposed by Cllr Dorow, seconded by Cllr Bibby. 
16. Consider changing meeting dates to the second Thursday of every month: Cllr Cunningham proposed moving meetings to the second Thursday of every month, seconded by Cllr Fox. Clerk to send Cllrs, including District and County, a pole to gain a general consensus. Cllrs to then reconvene in September. 
17. Financial matters through August: Clerk to authorise spending up to £500, to liaise with the chair for invoices up to £2,000, anything above £2,000 will require an extraordinary council meeting. 
18. Clerk pension scheme: Clerk to join a pension LGPS. Proposed by Cllr Richardson, seconded by Cllr Northam. All in favour. 
19. Clerk council owned phone: Cllr Fox proposed a £100 budget, seconded by Cllr Bibby. All in favour.
20. Correspondence/consultations received for consideration: 
19.1 Cannington Woods tree branch issue: this land is not owned by the parish council. 
19.2 Cannington Road land: The non-maintenance of Canning Road has now gone to planning enforcement and the legal department has been notified and is taking action against the owners. 
19.3 Alison Homes correspondence: Another council has Alison Homes building social houses within their parish, it was suggested to them to consult with Witheridge Parish Council for advice. Cllr Cunningham corresponded with them to provide the information required. 
Date of next meeting: Thursday 3rd September 2026 19:00 at Witheridge Parish Hall.
Meeting concluded: 21:53








Payments for Approval
	Payments for Approval
	Description
	Total

	8.1 
	Payment to Sharon for toilet block and other cleaning services.
	£440 – approved. 

	8.2
	Reimbursement to Cllr Northam for sign purchase. 
	£4.35 – approved. 

	8.3
	The Cumbria Clock Servicing Company invoice 22234 for clock service. 
	£282 – approved. 

	8.4 
	Hoopers invoice for maintenance services. 
	£2,882.22 – approved. 

	8.5
	Parish Online invoice No.18UE063-0001 for website building and email address services. 
	£360 – approved. 

	8.6
	Internal Audit invoice IA0307 
	£225 – approved. 

	8.7
	Mileage claim for Cllr Smith. 
	£44.77 – approved. 

	8.8
	EDF energy bill
	£122.09 – approved. 

	
	
	£4,360.43



Planning Applications
	Planning Application
	Description

	None.
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